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| hs ) 15 Seem to Form Pattern;
Deaihs and Arrests Seem to Form Patlern;

Architect, Pilot and Locksmith Stole Missile

By Andrew Wilson
and Patrick Seale
London Gbserver

BONN, Nov. 2--NATO ig
condueling  a faraanging
"damage assessment” of itg
military posture following
the violent deaths among
senior German and other Al-
lied officors in  the past
three weeks.

The spy scare sweeping
Germany, Italy, NATO head-
quariers in - Brussels and
Ausiria can now be clearly

linked by two eansequences

of the Soviet Invasion of
Czechoslovaikia:

1. A series of defections
by embittered Ceechoslovak
officers and diplomats in-
cluding at least one senigr
intelligence wafficor,

2. A Warsaw Pact “spying
offensive,” hefore, during
and after the invasion with
the object of probing- West-
ern intentions.

Sovict Spics Busy

Was a NATD ripeste to he
expected, and how were Al
lied planners likely to'react
in the longer term fio the
presenee of Soviet divistons
ot the south German bor
der? In pressing their intel-
ligenee  networks  for an-
swers tn these questions, the
Soviel spymasters may have’

driven their agents to fake

undue risks.

The most impertant case
i5 that of Rear Adm, Her.
mann  Lucdke, 47, deputy
ehlel 0f logistics at SHAPE,

NATO% Supreme Mititary
Headguarters  ip Europe,
who was found shat dead in
the Eifel Forest near Mu-
nich on Qct. 8 Lucdle was
responsible for, and had Ae-
cess to, all NATO tactioal
nuclear weapon depois, am-
murition, fuel ang arms
dumps, and porl, railway
and  other logistical -
sources that would hack up
the Allied forces in war,

I Luedke wag 4 Soviet,

Spy—-the suppoasition that in-

0TS are working on
~NATDs 16,000 tactical nu-
clesr warheads would have
to he retocated. Byt the gra-

Vest question  ig whether
Yaredke could  have Hiven
away details of NATO's
“strilkke plan”—the  eontin-
Keney plan against a Soviet
attack on the West, .

. The other big guesiion is
did Luedke shoot himself gr
was he murderad? Although
suicide was Firsi suspecterd,
most experis now believe
that he was shot from bre-
hind,

But who filled him, aned
why, is & rysecy, The only

echie {0 Luedke's possible
spying activities was the dis-
covery, by a Bounn photo-
iphic shop, of mine pic-
res of secret NATO docy-
ments on a micro-camera
film bhanded in for develop-
ment. Nobody at the shop
remenmbered who handed In
the film, which” also con-
tained vacation snapshaots of
Luedke's family,

The ditficulty of believing
that Luedke would know-
ingly have handed the film
Lo a commerceial photogra-
pher tias led to twa theo-
ries, The first is that the sc-
ceel pictures were taken by
somebody clse, asing  the
camera  without Luedlio’s
knowledge, (The seeret pie.
tures were the first on the
Tilm, and the family snaps
followed.) In other waords,
Luedke was “framed” and
may then bave heen mur-
dered by enemy agents to
0w suspicion  and creata
havoe in Western delense
cireles,

Violated Rades

The sccond Lheory springs
from the fact that Luedice,
.  amatear 1':h0t:m";1':|phcﬂ.r,
was allowed—-against all the
riles—40 take a camera into
his office. It is thought he
way have had two such carge
Sras, one for personal Hnapns,

the other for espionage, and
that he may heve gol them
ruddled,

The Luodke
not have sod such alarm
had it not. secmed nart ef ;
pattern of  viplent ]
and espionage arres
Tmre, 52, a Turkish os;
and NATO's chiof finsncia)
controller, we L vedd-
hanged in hi

Wk

Case

12 photographing seeret dq
wments,
Maj. Gen. Hopst Weund.

landt, 57, acling deputy ehief
of West German intel genee
BND), shot bimself in his
> on Oet. 8, the day of
Luedie’s death, Lt Col. Jo-
hanres Crrimmom, &4, Crity
chiel al the !
try of Delor
Bonn, shot
Dir, Han

1
. 18,

st German Fenomics
Ministry, hanged bimself at
home in Cologne on Cret, 14,

Edeltrand Grapentin, 1i
bravian in the Fecer Infor.
mation Serviee, divd of an
overdose of sleeping pills nn
Ocl. 15, Gerhard Boohm, 62,
a defense Ministey official,
disappeared on Oct, 18 and
was  found drowned pear
Bonn last Wednesday,

In  addition  thepre frsve

-
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been the recent desths, out-
side Germany, of a former
[talian Air Minister, Gen,
Renato Sandalli  who com-
mitted suicide, and, in Bel-
gium, of the Polish-born
wife of an American Army
sergeant, Albert Fallon, at-

“tached to SHAPE, who was

found shot dead.

Gierman counter-intelli-
gence sources advance nu-
merous theories to pxplain
away nearly all these deaths
-— nervous depression, un-
happy love affairs, profes-
sional frusteation, and for
Grimm, the mistaken fear of
cancer. Most observers sce
in these theories an atlempt
to cover up 4 major scandal,

But in the most colorful
case of all — the theft of a
missile from a German
NATO Alr ¥oree base — the
theory advanced hy German
Security, is well supported
by circumstantial evidence,
The case involves o Qerman
architect, Manfred Bammin-
per a Luftwafle pllot, Woll-
PHethard Kuaappe, and a Pol-
ish-born  master locksmith,
Josef Linowsaky.

Rouiine Check

The story begins in the
19508 when Linowsky, then

living in West Gorm
plied to the Polish Military
Mission in Berlin for per-
nmiisston to visit relatives in
Poland. As a malter of rou-
tine, the Dolish  officers
sounded him out on his ac-
gquaintances in the West, A
copy  of their report was
sent, again routinely, to So-
viel intelligence.

In about 1958, Linowsky,

met Ramminger, in appat-
ently innocent circurmn-
stances, Ramminger was di-
vorced and was looking for
someone to live with him.
Linowsky moved in It was
not a homosexual relation-
ship. .
Ramminger, who longed
for “real excitement,” spoke
to friends of “doing sonic-
thing really splendid.”

About this time Lihow-
sky's eontact with the East
was suddenly renewed, after
a gap of five years, when he

“@ie-

-was approached by the

KGB, the Soviet intelligence
serviee, :
Linowsky told the Tlus-
sians about his friend, and
Ramminger amdd a Sovied

contact  were  cventually
hrought  togeth soeiallyv,
Some time after, Bamrin-

gor visited Russia,

a -mr

At this point Warrant Of-
ficer Knoppe enters the
story. As a =tarfiphter pilot
at the Zell air foree base in
south  Germany, Knoppe
might have been thought to
lead a sufficiently danger-
ous life. But he, too, cravoed
for “real excitement,” creal
ing fantasies about himself
as a member of high society.
Ramwminger and  Knoppe
met by chance playing cards
at a night club in Ingolstadt,
near the air hase—where
Ramminger had gone to
visit his divorced wife,

Knoppe also gliuded to
the poor security at his’air
base, )

“Why, you could steal a
Starfighter any night,” he is
alleged to have said. But
Ramminger replied that he
did not want a whole air-
craft, “just a piece of navi-
gation equipment.” -

It was this picce of equip-
maent that he took to Mos.
cow in his personal bagzaie,

after he, Knoppe and Li-
nowsky  stole it in April,

1867, 1t is not known how
the Russians reacted to (his
unexpeeted pift, which may
ot have had any great mili-
tary valoe. The same applics
toan inertisl platform, sto-
len by the same trio from

GERMAN, From A29
in & carpet and sticking out
of the back window of Ram-
minger's car, was driven to
Ramminger's flat in Kre-
feld, where it was dismans
tlnd and packed in cases,
which  were then  air-
freighted to Moscow via
Paris, as commercial sam-
ples at a cost of about $72.

According to  German
counterintelligence sources,
suspicion eventually fell on
Knoppe after the discovery
of the rocket thefl in a réu-
tine equipment check,

There is considerahle ri-
valry  between  the three
German  seeret  serviees—
BEY, the counter-intelli-
genee  organization;  BMD,
thee Jormer “Geblon organi-
ration' for cspionape, and
MAD, the armed forces se-
curity w2, Thore {5 also
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the Hanover Industrial Faie
this spring. :
Sidewinder Htolen
- It seems likely, however,
that Ramminger returned to
Wost Germony  frome Mos-
cow determined (o show the
Russiang that he coulid dao
even betler. This {ime he
chose | something st
dously bullty-—a Sidewinder
@ir-to-air rocket over nine
feel Joog and weighing 160
pounds, It is di 1 1o be-
lieve the HRussians would
themselves have chosen this
10year-old  woeapon  whieh
they must know ull about, in
preference  to some  more
modern piccee of hardware.

Knopnie  and  Linowsky
whecled the rocket din a
loudly  sgueaking  trolley
-across the conerete of ihe
air bhase to the perimeter,
where Ramminger was wait-
tng in his var. Faflure to de-
teet them is explatned by
the fact that the Zell base i
puarded iy civiliang  with
dogs, On the night in queos
tion it was being disinlosied
of rals by poisoncd moeal
and the dops  had  been
lacked up

The Sidewinder,

Bee GERMAN, A, Cal 1

wianpped

ren the

frictlon b
and the American Centeal
Intelligence  Apency, which
exercises a first ripght over
all defectors arrciving fromn
the Bast.

Professional  frustratinns,
which might more easily be
accepted in a counlry with
unbreoken service {raditions,
are liable, hoere, to explode
in violent acts of distoyally
or despair, ’

This could have been the
case  with Wendiandi, who
alter 13 years as acting No.
2 of the BMD, was told that
his status could not be con-
firmed hecause of past “in-
diserelions.”

Alarming as il appeavs
the latest crop of spy scasn
dals are knowrn to form only
the Lip of an iceber: of cupi-
onage, conducted by an osti
mated H000 Fastorn agenns
in the Federal Hoenublic

As the sccurivy chiel ol
NATO headquarters puts iy
“F ara nol interesied in o
who are dead, or oo o,

!

2\7_F{' the wave-"oy .
Fted ™ in the onen v

ULl lavge”
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